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What was the Middle East like at the time of Jesus’ life?Who inhabited this area? Where did

people work? How did they travel? What did people live in?Drawing upon Jewish, Roman,

Greek and Christian texts Alfred Edersheim reconstructs a vivid image of life in Galilee,

Jerusalem and Judea at 0 A.D.Edersheim’s study covers a wide variety of subjects with

chapters covering from how Jewish children were brought up to the position of various

members of society, from women through to the Pharisees.Written in accessible prose it is one

of the most fascinating social histories of Jewish people to have ever been written.Although

this area had lost its independence to the Romans in the 1st century B. C. it was thriving under

leaders like Herod the Great who were implementing monumental change, such as the

expansion of the Second Temple in Jerusalem.Edersheim’s work therefore captures the life of

a Jewish kingdom, that although was under the control of the Romans, still upheld a great deal

of independence and had not yet begun to feel the full force of Christianity.Alfred Edersheim

was a biblical scholar and a Jewish convert to Christianity. His other famous works include The

Life and Times of Jesus the Messiah and The Temple and its Ministry and Services. This book

was published in 1876 and he died in 1889.

From the Back CoverThis classic study of the cultural and social world of Jesus and his

apostles has earned a place on countless shelves for more than a century, and Alfred

Edersheim's widely acclaimed work on the people, the land, the history, and the religion of

Jesus continues to be invaluable for students of Scripture. Now this timeless volume is

available in a newly typeset, easy-to-read edition that will make studying even more enjoyable

and rewarding. Added illustrations and marginal comments further improve this standard

resource. Like his books The Temple and Its Ministry and The Life and Times of Jesus the

Messiah, Sketches of Jewish Social Life reflects Edersheim's encyclopedic familiarity with

ancient Jewish sources. His ability to make the Scriptures come alive in their ancient context

remains unsurpassed, and every reader will feel like they've just taken a trip to the land of

Jesus and his apostles. --This text refers to an alternate kindle_edition edition.About the

AuthorAlfred Edersheim (1825-89) was a Vienna-born biblical scholar who converted from

Judaism to Christianity. A veteran minister and missionary to the Jews of Romania, Edersheim

left an enduring and priceless legacy to followers of Christ. Among his most widely read works

are "The Life and Times of Jesus the Messiah, The Temple: Its Ministry and Services, " and

"Bible History Old Testament."--This text refers to an alternate kindle_edition edition.
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Bible History: Old Testament, The Temple: Its Ministry and Services as they were at the time of

Jesus Christ, Bible History: Old Testament (Illustrated), A History of New Testament Times in

Palestine, 175 B.C.-70 A.D., Biblical Geography and History (Illustrated), Life and Times of

Jesus the Messiah, A History of the Jewish People in the Time of Jesus Christ, The 400 Silent

Years: from Malachi to Matthew (Illustrated), The History of the Church, Forgotten Origins: The

Lost Jewish History of Jesus and Early Christianity, The Judaisms of Jesus’ Followers: An

Introduction to Early Christianity in its Jewish Context, The Kings of Israel and Judah, The

Chaldean Account of Genesis, The Early Church: From Ignatius to Augustine, The History of

Babylon: Illustrated Edition, Josephus Flavius: Complete Works and Historical Background

(Annotated and Illustrated) (Annotated Classics), JESUS THE MESSIAH [Illustrated]. Abridged

edition of "The Life and Times of Jesus the Messiah", Church History of Eusebius: ALL 10

Books in One Volume: The Early Christianity: From A.D. 1-324, Knowing the Truth About Jesus

the Messiah (The Defenders), The Autobiography of George Müller, Egyptian Gods: Discover

the Ancient Gods of Egyptian Mythology

John 33, “My cat purchased it.. Yes,you read it right.In prayer ,I had the sample and no clue

why I even downloaded it.I got up to go to make a coffee and when I got back my ragdoll cat

was near my phone and had patted it right on the purchase button.I am quite glad she did it

and I was also thankfull it was not expensive.Who would beleive it if it had been.I would not

myself.Well,it is true.With God all things are possible.Always remember that.And because of it

being true,I learned things about Israel I never would have.In this incredible work,we learn

exactly how people lived during the time of Christ.What he saw growing up,the ways of

men,Roman control over the Jews and much more.We find out exactly who the Jews are and

the customs of the people.The writer was Jewish and converted to Christ.He has written many

great books,but start here.I thank God for it.And my cat,Bella.”

S. H. F. H., “Fountain of knowledge. This book, as well as his other books, afford an actual look

into the times written about. Knowledge has a way of assisting understanding. The writing style

is much fuller than today’s, and brings a breath of fresh air with it.”

Everyday Husband and Wife Team, “Complete view of the subject. When picking this book up I

thought, "This will be a nice addition to the cultural studies we have been doing on Judaism,

etc." I was blown away by the content, and this book needs no other addition. It is quite

complete in its assessment of social life. The layout was well thought out and chapters were

organized. The content was portrayed in a way to make me look forward to reading the next

section. Great book!”

Ebook Tops ReaderScheli, “Angelicly Beautiful ,. Coined a new word.I began reading this work

35yrs ago, life got in the way, and I could not find it anywhere.I looked for years, but I'd

forgotten the author's name.It appeared on my reading recommends- I am ELATED, it is

Awesome, and I reserve that WORD for Yahuah Yahusha and all pertaining to Him

exclusively.His writing is poetic, precise.”



Harrison, “I highly recommend this book and others by this author. A TRIP BACK IN TIME!

Meticulously researched and presented. The information is arranged to make each aspect of

life in Jesus' time interesting and understandable. Edersheim is a first class scholar and writer. I

highly recommend this book and others by this author.”

L. C. Stephens, “Very informative with amazing relevance to current events.. I seldom do 5

stars but this writing has totally captured my interest, I read and re-read, it has done so much

to bring me closer to Israel, when combined with some other Messianic Jewish authors it

witnesses so powerful to life at the time Jesus lived in Israel.”

Mike, “Excellent Companion for Bible Study. I would have definitely given this book more starts

if it were available. The language is easy, the information is excellent.If you need to know how

the land of Israel was divided, governed and how people would travel, interact, their perception

on neighboring cities, then this is the book you need to read.Edersheim pulls references from

different resources: the Bible (OT and NT), the Mishnah, the Talmud, Josephus, and other

biblical scholars like Meier, Lightfoot, ..The information gives you in depth look at the minds of

the people Jesus dealt with; Gentiles and Jews alike.I will give you a brief example of how this

book helped me. More than few biblical scholars say that Jesus met Matthew at the seashore

while he was collecting customs. Edersheim sheds light on Capernaum, the city where

Matthew lived, and explains the word "road" in that event as a major highway at that time

where the tax collectors used to sit to inspect the goods and collect customs. He also goes in

the details of the story to show that Matthew definitely was not at the seashore when Jesus

met him.I highly recommend it to anyone who wants to further his/her knowledge and

understanding of the New Testament.The book assumes knowledge of the New Testament

major events. If you are not familiar with the New Testament, then this book will not be of help

to you.”

Jane B, “Very interesting read.. Bought for a clerical friend who thought it excellent and gave

him much information new to him. Lack of maps and index was a bit of a disappointment but

not so as to spoil his enjoyment.”

Dave, “Interesting. A very useful and intereing book as it clearly describes what it was life in

Israel in the times of Jesus.”

Dave, “Five Stars. Excellent”

Bruce Murray, “Jewish literacy widespread in time of Jesus (chapter 8). This book answered my

great curiosity in chapter 8 about how widespread literacy was in the Jewish population during

the time of Jesus, and whether or not anyone one other than the Pharisees were likely to be

able to read what Jesus wrote in the sand next to the woman caught in adultery. I have read

one theory previously expressed elsewhere that maybe only the Pharisees could have possibly

been able to read what Jesus wrote in the sand, but I don't believe now that this would have

been the case, after reading chapter 8).It also explained how educated they were and how they

prospered as a community afterwards centuries later up to modern times (as education and

literacy has been highly valued for a long time)”

The book by Alfred Edersheim has a rating of  5 out of 4.6. 238 people have provided feedback.
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